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Bellefonte, Pa. — Thomas J. Alex-
ander has donated his postal history 
research archive and library to the 
American Philatelic Research Library.

The donation includes Alexander’s 
entire philatelic library, including 
hundreds of books, along with copi-
ous notes, clippings, and research files. 
The materials reflect his broad range 
of interests—the early United States 
postal issues, steamboat mail, western 
forts, and the postal history of Kansas 
and Missouri. Also included are pho-
tocopies of collections and exhibits, 
both his own and those of other 
now-departed postal historians. The 
donated materials will be inventoried 
in detail, catalogued, and stored for 
use by philatelic scholars.

“Mr. Alexander is a highly regarded 
scholar,” said librarian Tara Murray. “I 
am delighted that he has the foresight 
and generosity to preserve his research 
material and make it available to 
future generations of philatelists and 
postal historians through the Ameri-
can Philatelic Research Library.”

The gift was facilitated by the U.S. 
Philatelic Classics Society Inc., of 

which Mr. Alexander was President in 
1981–1984. The USPCS provided a 
grant to cover shipping the 326 bank-
ers boxes to Bellefonte, and hiring a 
library intern to process the collec-
tion and create a finding aid.

“Our Board of Directors had rec-
ognized that the Classics Society has 
a responsibility to preserve research 
materials from the classic period of 
U.S. philately,” said John Barwis, 
current USPCS President. “So we 
were very pleased to have the oppor-
tunity to help make Tom Alexander’s 
lifetime of philatelic work available 
to future students. We will serve Tara 
Murray and her staff in an advisory 
capacity as they evaluate and store 
Tom’s wonderful donation.”

This project was made possible by 
a grant to the U.S. Philatelic Classics 

Society from the David T. Beals III 
Charitable Trust, Bank of America, 
trustee. “David Beals preceded Tom 
Alexander as president of the US-
PCS, and made important contribu-
tions to American postal history,” 
said Barwis. “We are pleased to honor 
both David Beals and Tom Alexander 
by helping to preserve their work.”

The APRL has one of the world’s 
largest and most accessible collec-
tions of philatelic literature and holds 
several unique archives. Members of 
the APRL and the American Phila-
telic Society may borrow materials 
directly through the mail and others 
may access the collections through 
interlibrary loan. The APRL is open 
to the public and scholars are always 
welcome to do research on-site.
APRL: www.stamplibrary.org.

APRL Receives General Gift of Postal History Research Materials

The Penny Postal

Postal historian shares a lifetime’s accumulation of materials on early U.S. issues and other topics

Gone, But Still Collectible	

From the “Vault”�Members’ Show and Tell

Hand-drawn Cover: Sent November 21, 1961, from Vetlanda, Sweden, to Melbourne, 
Australia, bearing a pair of the 20-öre issue of 1961–1965, Sc. 572, a single copy of the 
30-öre issue of the same series (Sc. 574), a se-tenant booklet pair totaling 20-öre (Sc. 
581b), and a single 1-krona commemorative (Sc. 601). If you have an intriguing cover to 
share, send a high-resolution image and details to questions@lincolnstampclub.org.

The Club’s program on October 17 
will feature a DVD from the Ameri-
can Philatelic Society. This program, 
created by the United States Postal 
Stationery Society, introduces U.S. 
postal cards produced during the 
1873–1952 period, when the domes-
tic first-class postal card rate was one 
cent. Like stamps, postal cards were 
issued and reissued, production efforts 
varied, card stock fluctuated, and press 
technology advanced. As a result, 
many collectible varieties exist today. 
The cards are presented in chronologi-
cal order, as they were issued.



Sept. 10: War of 1812: Battle of Lake 
Erie; 1 forever (46¢) comm.; pane of 
20; Put-in-Bay, Ohio.

Sept. 22: Jenny Invert; 1 $2 stamp; sou-
venir sheet of six; Washington, D.C.

Sept. 23: Ray Charles; 1 forever (46¢) 
comm.; pane of 16; Los Angeles, 
Calif. and Atlanta, Ga.

Oct. 10: Christmas Poinsettia; 1 forever 
(46¢) special; 2-sided pane of 20 and 

Meetings: Business Meeting, Grading Stamps
The Club meets at a central location:

St. Paul United Methodist Church
1144 M St., Lincoln, Neb.

Go south on 11th Street, then turn 
left into the church’s parking garage 
between N and M Streets. Take the 
elevator to the main floor. Street 
parking is available too.
•	 Business Meeting and Ex-

change: Thurs., September 5, 
2013, 7–8:30 p.m.

•	 Program: Grading Stamps, Ken 
Pruess, Thurs., September 19, 2013, 

7–8:30 p.m.
•	 Business Meeting and Ex-

change: Thurs., October 3, 
2013, 7–8:30 p.m.

•	 Program: The Penny Postal—
Gone But Still Collectible, APS 
DVD, Thurs., October 17, 2013, 
7–8:30 p.m.

•	 Coming Up: November 7 
(nominations) and 21; Decem-
ber 5 (elections) and 19; January 
2 and 16, 2014; February 6 and 
20, 2014.

WANTED
Items for Monthly Exchanges

If you would like to include items in the monthly 
exchanges, send your descriptions and prices to 
questions@lincolnstampclub.org by Sept. 25 
for the Exchange on Oct. 3.
Send info about more significant items, which 
might require members to research ahead of 
time, by Sept. 25 for the Nov. 7 Exchange.
Forms for your items are available online:

■	 www.lincolnstampclub.org/downloads/ 
SmallExchangeSheets.pdf

■	 www.lincolnstampclub.org/downloads/ 
ExchangeSheet.pdf.

LINCOLN STAMP CLUB
PO BOX 57434

LINCOLN NE 68505-7434

USPS Releases New Postal Issues: Sept. & Oct. ’13 LOCAL SHOWS
Omaha Stamp Show

Mark your calendar for the Sept. 7–8. 
Details at www.omahaphilatelicsociety.org.

LINPEX ’14 
The Lincoln Stamp Club will celebrate its 
fiftieth anniversary during a show set for  
Feb. 22–23, 2014. The show will feature 
an expanded bourse, exhibits, and an an-
niversary observance. Exhibit info at www.
lincolnstampclub.org/linpex.

ATM pane of 18; New York, N.Y.
Oct. 10: Christmas Wreath; 1 global 

forever ($1.10); pane of 10; New 
York, N.Y.

Oct. 11: Holy Family; 1 forever (46¢) 
special; pane of 20; New York, N.Y.

Oct. 11: Christmas Madonna and 
Child; 1 forever (46¢) special; 
2-sided pane of 20; New York, N.Y.

Oct ?: Snowflakes; 5 nondenom. (10¢).

1964 • Fifty Years • 2014


