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Decoding Unfamiliar Typographic Characters

Online Translation Tools Aid in Reading Postal Covers

by David Frye, Editor

During the year or
so that I ve been col-
lecting postally used
covers from Tanzania,
the standing searches
that monitor auctions
on eBay.com and
delcampe.net occa-
sionally return listings
for other items. A
registered air-mail
cover sent from the
former Soviet Union
to Tanzania was one
of those items.

e Cyrillic charac-
ters appearing in the to : A registered air-mail cover sent from Novosibirsk,
two addresses mostly Soviet Union, to Mwanza, Tanzania. A legible circular-date stamp receiving post-
le mestumped mark from Dar es Salaam on the back of the cover indicates it arrived there on 15
en | had tEe iaea December 1967. A registered mail mark from Mwanza shows the next day s date.

to use Google.coms Another minor hurdle. My second idea was
translation feature. But how could I get the to use the keyboard settings on my iMac to
Cyrillic characters into the translate eld? change from the U.S. keyboard to the Rus-

Source: Authors Collection

sian keyboard. Once

| did that, typing the
addresses was pretty
straightforward. e
screenshot to the le
shows the rstand last
lines of the recipients
address (upper le on
the cover).

e small keyboard
in this image is the
Russian keyboard
viewer in Apple OS
X. I d suspect that
Windows o ersa

similar keyboard tool.

Translation on the Web: h p://translate.google.com. SeeT P2












