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CLUB HAPPENINGS LAST MONTH: 
 

October 5  BUSINESS MEETING: 
We discussed arrangements for the Stamp Collecting Day October 21 and thanked Dale 
Niebuhr for mailing a great letter to all those non-members who expressed interest in 
coming to Stamp Collecting Day.  We discussed creating a cachet for the LINPEX 2018 
cover using a theme related to Black Jack Pershing and the 100th anniversary of the end 
of World War I.  An auction followed the meeting. 
 
Amber Weasley showed 2 stories in the North Bend Eagle about our Stamp Collecting 
Day and an article from the ATA journal Topical Times about making youth stamping a 
family activity. 
 
George Wagner brought in some interesting items he acquired in a purchase, a plain-
English translation of auction lot descriptions, and a stamp collectorôs prayer that is 
printed in this newsletter for all to enjoy. 
 
Geoff Duncombe showed never-used semi-postal stamps issued by Abyssinia (Ethiopia 
today) just before they were invade by Italy in 1935. 
 
John Radway presented several very rare first flight covers, beginning in 1911, with 
information on the plane, the pilot and the route. 
 
Mark Sellhorn passed around a postcard of a spring-tailed Mule Weather Barometer. 

October 19:   

We reviewed final preparations for Stamp Collecting Day including packets made by 
Curtis Peacock with crayons and a stamp coloring book to pass out to kids at the Day. 

Mark Sellhorn passed around a 1933 postcard showing an Otis Automatic High Speed 
elevator as the thrill ride at Chicagoôs Century of Progress Exposition. 
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Czeslaw Slania (Ches-wav Swan-ia) was born in 1921, but did not engrave his first 
stamp until he was 29 years old.  Over his lifetime, Slania engraved 1,070 stamps for 44 
different countries.  Being a highly-talented master at his craft, each stamp is truly a 
work of art.  His ability to reproduce exacting shapes and shades in a piece of steel the 
size of a tiny postage stamp, and to produce those images rather quickly, made Slania 
the worldôs premier stamp engraver.  Most of his work was on Swedish and Danish 
stamps, although he was commissioned to do 9 US stamps. 
 
Using high quality digital images, Bob took us through the first three decades of Slaniaôs 
life and the beautiful stamps that he produced (also producing oohhôs and aahhôs by 
those of us watching the presentation).  Bob will continue next month and wrap up his 
presentation on Slania.  Some of Bobôs favorite engraved stamps are on the next page. 
 

October 21:   STAMP COLLECTING DAY 

A huge success with 13 members and 25+  non-members enjoying a great day collecting 
stamps.  Some folks donated collections from their parents for all to sort through and 
enjoy.  Several members taught folks how to mount stamps and how to create an album. 

 



Some Works by Czeslaw Slania 
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Stamp Collecting is my hobby. 

I shall not be bored. 

It maketh me to do research on far places. 

It causeth me to correspond with off people. 

It keepeth me alert. 

It leadeth me into areas of understanding for curiosityôs sake. 

Yea, though I live through a winter of inclement weather,  

I will fear no boredom, for my stamps are with me. 

They provideth me with a means of escaping from the tensions of my responsibilities. 

They filleth my house with books, 

My cash runneth lower. 

Surely, interest and knowledge shall follow me all the days of my life,  

And I will be listed in the ranks of the Philatelist forever. 

Author Unknown 
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